
AP U.S. History / AP Seminar Summer Assignment 

I would like to take the opportunity to welcome you to the 2018-19 cohort of AP Capstone at Peachtree Ridge 
High School!     

More than anything else, summer break is a time to reflect, relax, recharge, and enjoy the world around you.  
For this reason, your summer assignment for AP Seminar is not a lengthy one.  However, it will require you to 
think deeply.  When you start this task, you should take time to let your mind wander freely (preferably 
without distraction).  Unplug for a little while!  Find a space where you can disengage from your phone, the 
television, your friends, and your computer.  Just . . . . think. 

Task #1: Read a non-fiction book 
Pick a non-fiction book on a topic that is of interest to you, read it & make note of parts of the text that you find 
interesting.  I have compiled a list of books below that are available at local libraries or can be purchased at a 
local book store or online retailer, but any non-fiction text will work.   

• The World Without Us, Alan Weisman 
• Waiting for Superman, Karl Weber 
• The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks, Rebecca Skoot 
• Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything, Stephen Dubner and Steven 

Levitt 
• Outliers: The Story of Success, Malcolm Gladwell 
• David and Goliath: Underdogs, Misfits, and the Art of Battling Giants, Malcolm Gladwell 

 
Task #2: Ask a “big idea” question. 
“Big idea” questions are worthy of deep consideration.  They feed our curiosity and often lead us to more 
questions.  Yours should fall into one of the following categories: 

• Environmental 
• Scientific 
• Economic 

• Political 
• Historical 
• Artistic & Philosophical 

• Cultural & Social 
• Ethical 
• Futuristic 

Your question could be something related to the non-fiction book you read, something related to national or 
international news, or something that you learned about in school.  If you’re still not sure where to begin, start 
by keeping a list of questions.  What are you curious about?  Start with “When…” or “What….” Or “How…”  
After you have a list of questions, pick one you really like. 

Be prepared to share your “big idea” question & your thoughts on your non-fiction book during the first week 
of school.   

Our two key texts will be The Bedford Researcher (5th edition), edited by Michael Palmquist and United 
States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination by John J. Newman.           
I will have copies for you, but you may prefer to buy a copy of your own.   

If you have any questions, please email me at cpetty@prlions.org.   

I’m looking forward to working with you! 

Ms. Petty 
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